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Q. What is the difference between drapes and curtains?

A. The main difference between drapes and curtains is the weight of the fabric used.  Because the lighter fabrics used for curtains allow natural light to enter, they’re often placed under draperies.  Another distinction is that draperies are expected to open and close, while curtains often remain in place.  Draperies are almost always lined to give a professional and finished look to the window treatment.  The lining also allows the draperies to hang better and provides insulation against heat and cold.

Q. How do I identify my style?

A. Ask yourself these questions:
No. 1 – Look at the furniture you already own.  Is there something you love and can’t bear to part with?  
No. 2 – What kind of art work do you own?  Are your walls full of family photos or museum quality art pieces?
No. 3 – Look at your last major furniture purchase.  What color is the wood if it is wood, can you identify the style?
No. 4 – Do you prefer to be in one particular room in your home?  Which one and why?  You probably decorated it in your preferred style without realizing it.
No. 5 – What kind of hotels do you enjoy staying in?
Once you answer those questions, you will be well on your way to knowing what your preferred style is.  Your preferred style is traditional if you prefer rich, dark wood finishes with carved details.  Your style is modern if you prefer clean lines with little to no ornamentation, and a range of finishes like glass, wood, and metals.  Your style is country if you are drawn to fabrics with florals, checks, and stripes.  You may also like light to medium toned furniture.

Q. How high or low should I hang art work?

A. Artwork, pictures, and even mirrors should be hung at eye length; eye length for the average person.  The center of the piece should be around 62 - 65” from the floor.
Q. What is the difference between a Bow and a Bay window?

A. Both the Bay and Bow windows are actually a series of windows encased as one.  And, they both protrude out from the exterior.   The Bay window usually consists of 3 or more windows and is generally set in 30, 45, and sometimes 90 degree angles.  Bays are capped with a covering or their own roof.  They come in stationary or picture windows.   Or, they can be purchased with a center stationary or picture window with opening side windows that are usually double-hung.  
A Bow window also protrudes out from the exterior and is made up of several windows set to create a semi-circular recess.  From the exterior, bow windows appear to be a half-circle of glass.  Bow windows can also be used in formal spaces.
Q. My furniture is so old.  I want to buy new furniture but I don’t know what to start with.

A. There aren’t any set rules when it comes to purchasing furniture.  But, it is a good idea to allocate the larger part of your budget towards large pieces like sofas or maybe a bed.  If you are redecorating your living room, begin with your sofa.  I also suggest choosing a neutral color that can be enhanced by bold colored pillows.  Always make sure the sofa or any furniture piece is soundly constructed so that it will last.
Q. How do you deal with clutter?

A. The best way to deal with clutter is on a regular basis.  If you purge your belongings regularly you can avoid clutter.  If it’s too late for that, make three piles, trash, give away and storage.  If you haven’t used an item in 6 months and it’s not a seasonal item, you probably don’t need to keep it.
Q. I watch a great deal of HGTV and I always hear someone mentioning elements of design.  What is that?

A. The elements of design are: line, form, color and value, texture, pattern, light, and space.  
Questions about color:

Q. What is meant by primary and secondary colors?
A. There are 3 primary colors.  If you were looking at the color wheel they would be represented in a triangle.  At the top would be YELLOW, on the bottom left would be BLUE, and on the bottom right would be RED.  Those are the 3 primary colors.  From those three colors, combinations of all other colors are made.

There are 3 secondary colors.  These colors are also represented on the color wheel but the triangle is inverted with the tip at the bottom.  The upper left is GREEN, the upper right is ORANGE and the bottom tip is VIOLET.  The secondary colors are produced by mixing equal amounts of primary colors together.  For example, red and blue produce violet (or purple).  Equal amounts of blue and yellow will give you green.  And, equal amounts of red and yellow will give you orange.

There is a third set of colors called intermediate colors or tertiary colors.  Intermediate or tertiary colors are formed by mixing a primary color with a nearby secondary color.  For example, if you mix the primary color yellow with the secondary color orange, the result would be the intermediate color yellow-orange.

Q. What colors are considered neutral?
A. Neutral colors are sometimes referred to as no-colors and they are: white, black, gray, and toned-down browns and beiges.  Neutrals like beige, gray, black and brown are obtained by mixing complementary colors so they have a little of every color in them.  As a result, they’re compatible with all colors.  Neutrals often are used to ground a color scheme and to offer relief to the eye.  Another good use of neutrals is to separate and harmonize otherwise incompatible colors in a room.

Q. My friend suggested I use a monochromatic color scheme for my bedroom.  I’m not sure what that means, can you shed some light?
A. Simply put monochromatic means using only one basic color in its varying values and intensities.  Value is what most people consider the shade of a color.  The correct term is value.  Monochromatic schemes can produce a very pleasant and restful room.  It is a relatively simple color scheme to develop, yet it can easily become dull and uninteresting.  The important thing to remember is that only one basic color is used.  However, you can use a neutral to add interest.  

Q. What is the best color for the bedroom?

A. Make sure it is a color you love.  For instance, blue is a great color for a bedroom, but if you don’t like blue, don’t use it.  Color is personal and your bedroom is definitely personal.  So, make sure you like the color.

I happen to like using warm colors for bedrooms.  Even a monochromatic scheme would be a good choice.  It would provide a calm and restful environment.
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